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EXPLANATORY NOTE

1. This Agrometeorological bulletin is prepared on the basis of data from 15 stations of Pakistan
Meteorological Department (PMD). These stations, selected in consultation with the agricultural
authorities, represent major agricultural areas of the courtgyeTare still important agricultural
areas which are not represented by the stations included in the bulletin. This may be (a) because
there are no PMD stations in these areas and /or (b) the fact that we had to limit the number of
stations due to the ragement of speedy data communication and processing (both of which are
important for producing and dispatching timely Agrometeorological bulletins).

2. Due to the above, all inferences and conclusions hold true primarily for the above areas and not
for Pakigan territory which include areas that may not be very important from the agricultural
point of view and the climate of which may not bear directly on agriculture in the major
producing areas.

3. The normally expected weather of next month is prepared doagtie of premise of normal or
near normal weather prevailing during the coming month. As such it should not be confused with
synoptic weather of the next month.

4. Summer Season/ Kharif remains from April/May to October/November and Rabi season from
Novemberto April. Mean Daily Maximum Temperature images are included in summer and
Mean Minimum Temperature images are included in winter in the Bulletin.

5. In the tables, the values in the parentheses are based on 1981 to 2010 normal. Normal values (i
parenthesispf Soil Temperatures are based upon 10 years data. Dottdet-jmaeans missing
data. Solar radiation intensities are compufesim sunshine duration using efficients

developed by Pakistan Meteorological Department.
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Rainfall Departure from Normal (mm) during February, 2017
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Minimum Temperature (°C) during Rabi Season (Febuary-2017)

Dotted Curve: Current Season (Febuary-2017) in °C
Smooth Curve: Normal values of Rabi Season
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Evapotranspiration (mm/day) during Rabi Season (Febuary-2017)

Dotted Curve: Current Season (Febuary-2017) in °C
Smooth Curve: Normal Values of Rabi Season
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Crop Report during February, 2017

Spraying/manual Weedicides operations on wheat and other Rabi crops and preparation of
land/transplantation of summer vegetables nursery were the major field activities in most of the
agricultural plains of the country during the month. Operations of da¢spraying against pest attacks

on fruit orchards due to cloudy/moist atmosphere during the month were also in prBgeEsf

growth and development of the crops in raindsdwell asrrigated areas due to good rains reported in
upper half of the caury.

In Punjab: Growth of wheat crop is reported satisfactaryboth rainfed and irrigated areas due to
satisfactoryrainfall throughout the month. The crop is reported at shooting/heading stage in most of the
agricultural plains of th@rovince.Sowingof spring maize crop hdseenstarted.Growth of gram and

lentil has also been reported satisfactory and the crops are at flowering/pod formation stage. Harvesting
of oilseed crop has been started@me areas of the provinddo serious pest attack hiasen reported

on these crops. Harvesting/crushing of sugarcane has almost been completed and good yield is reporte
Sowing/land preparation for summer vegetables is in progress.

In Sindh: Growth and development of wheat crop in the province is repaatesfiestory. The crop is at
wax/milk/full maturity stage No pest attack has been reported on the crop. Castor oil is growing
satisfactory and its first picking is in progress. Safflower is at vegetative stage and growth has reported
good. Growth of linsehas been reported well and the crop is at capsule formation stage. Mangoes are
at flowering stageThe growth of other seasonal fruits like guava, banana, Cheeko is in good condition.

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Overall growth and development of wheat choghe province is reported
satisfactoryCrop is at shooting/heading/flowering stage. No pest attack has been reported on the crop.
Harvesting/crushing of sugarcane has almost completed and good yield has been reported. Sowing/lan
preparation for summeregetables has started

In Balochistan: Condition of standing crops like wheat, maize and canola has been reported satisfactory.
All these crops are at their early growing stage. Growth of fruit orchards and that of seasonal vegetables

is satisfactory ah harvesting/picking is in progress.

In Gilgit -Baltistan: Most of the agricultural activities stop during the winter season in the area.
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Moisture Regime during February, 2017

Winter rains generally continue from December to March in Pakistanng the month of February
below normal rainfallwas reportedfrom agricultural plains of the countrythe highest amount of
rainfall was reordedas190 mm atDir followed by168 mm atKalam, 162 mm atChitral, 146 mm at
Pattanand133mm atMalam Jabba

Numbers of rainy days recordedthre country rangetletweenl to 11 days. The maximum number of
rainy da in the country was observad11l daysat Kalamfollowed by 10 days atChitrd, Drosh and
Quetta each and 09 days at Gilgit and Mirkhani each
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Comparison of Actual Precipitation (mm) during the month of February, 2017 with Normal values for
Major Agricultural plains of the Country
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Precipitation (mm) & ETo (mm) during the month of February, 2017 for Major Agricultural plains of
the Country

The evaporative demand of the atmosphere represented by reference crop evapotranspiration (ETa
remainednhormal to slightlybelownormal in most of the agricultural pre of the countrgxceptiower

KP, Multan & Khanpur in Central Punjab, upper GB and Quetta vallBaliochistanwhere it remained

above normalThe highest value of ETo was estimateuitan in Central Punjab.
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3 ETo (mm/day)
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Comparison of Actual ETo(mm/day) during the month of February, 20T with Normal values

The mean daily Relative Humidity (R.H) remained normabdétow normal in most of the agricultural
plains of the countrgxcept Skardu where it was recorded above normal

Maximum value of rmean Relative humidity was observeds% at Skardu followed by 6% at
Rawalpindi and 5% at Sargodha & Lahore eacfihe minimum value was observedRaihri as43%
due to its dry climate during the month
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From overall analysis, it is evident thduwe tofewer rains reported in Februgrgnostly below normal
moisture onditions observed in most of the irrigated and rairsfeghsespecially in upper half of the
Rains
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Temperature Regime duringFebruary, 2017
Temperature plays vital role in the gritmand development of crops. Thermal regime in this month
remained normab abovenormal in most agricultural plains of the country.

Mean daily temperature remained normal to sligabgvenormal (by 12°C) in most of the agricultural
plains of thecountry. Mean daily temperature ranged17°C in KhyberPakhtunkhwal5 to 17°C in
Potohar plateau, in remaining parts of Punjab it ran§etBiC, in Sindh it ranged9-20°C, in Gilgit-
Baltistan region it range@ to 8°C and was observe8fC in the highelevated agricultural plains of
Balochistan represented by Quetta valley.

Maximum number of stress days with minimum temperature less than or equal to 0°C was observed for
25 days in Skardu, followed by90days inGilgit and 06 days aQuetta Number of &ress days with
maximum temperate greatethan or equal t040°C and R.H. less than or equal to 30¢s not
observedn theagricultural plains of the country
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The night time temperature represented by mean minineamained normaio above normal by-3°C
in most of the agricultural plairaf the country during the month. The lowest imiam temperature was
recorded 14.2°C atSkardu
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